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malicious. The Duke of Orleans was, just then,
extremely jealous of the Count de Melfort; and
the Lieutenant of Police told the King, he had
strong reasons for believing that the Duke would
stick at nothing to rid himself of this gallant,
and that he thought it his duty to give the
Count notice, that he ought to be upon his
guard. The King said, " He would not dare
to attempt any such violence as you seem to
apprehend ; but there is a better way : let him
try to surprise them, and he will find me very
well inclined to have his cursed wife shut
up: but if he got rid of this lover, she would
have another to-morrow. Nay, she has others at
this moment; for instance, the Chevalier de
Colbert, and the Count de 1'Aigle." Madame de
Pompadour, however, told me these two last
affairs were not certain.e would only be the more in   Spain,   however,
